
SIGN EXCEPTIONS 
A-Frame Signs- (No Fee) Submit 
a completed Application and 

provide a copy of your A Sign Permit and Design 

Review are required for 
most signs in the City 
Limits. Signs which 

move or blink are not allowed in the 
Historic Downtown Area. 

b - -,. 
.Timeline for Av~roval: It takes 
between 3045 days to complete 
the Design Review process. The 

cutoff for submittal of the 
Application for Sign Design ; .?.. 

Review is the second Friday of 

each month, for the following 

month's meeting. 

Lf liability insurance 
certificate and a photo 
of the sign. A-frame 

I 
signs can be no larger 
than 16 sq. ft. in size, 

nor over 5' in height The sign 

Un-txrmitted Signs: Any signs 
found installed without benefit of a 

permit will be required to be 

removed or covered up until 
completion of Design Review 
approval and issuance of a permit. 
AU Sign Applications can be found 

online at unuur.sonoraca.com. 
;:p 

must be securely attached to I What is needed: Sign Design ' 
' 

Review Application, $75 fee, 

submittal of 15 copies of the sign 

plan, along with one colored , 

rendering. A digital photo is 

acceptable for this use. You will 
also need a letter of authorization 

the ground, a post or a wall to pre- 
vent overturning or movement. I 
There shall also be a sidewalk pas- 
sage of at least 6 feet. . - 

*ti 
Window Signs - Lettering for the 5 . .: 
business name & hours , - .- -.. .. 

(Logo's not included in exception? 
t . , ' , ,  

No Fee) provided lettering is 

Banners: You are allowed to install 
one banner that conveys a temporary 

message for a period of 30 days one 
time only in the Historic zone. After 

30 days the banner has to be 
removed. This rule is strictly 

enforced 

from the property owner if you are 

not the owner. installed on the entry door and 
not larger than 2 1/4" tall by . 

5/16" wide; lettering for business 
SIZ .lMJlTATIONs [ c% - 
The size of the sign depends '"7 on ! hours can be no krger than 

I 3/4" tall by 5/16" wide -any font. 

Signs that are not physically 
attached to the inside of 

E 
the window are considered , 

1 
the type of sign you are installing. 
Please refer to the Sign Ordinance 
Guidelines to assist you in 
determining the size of your sign. 

DESIGN REVlEW is required for 
signs installed within the Historic 

zone. Signs are reviewed by the 

Planning Commission. A 

representative for tht application is 
required to attend the meeting. 

I - displays and are not regulated . ., . 

I under the Sign Ordinance. All 
other window signs require a 
permit. 



I ADDITIONALLY 
PROHIBITED SIGNS AND 

LOCATIONS 

1 . ' .* 

N o sign shall be erected in such 
a manner that it will or may reasona- 
bly be expected to interfere with, 
obstruct, confuse or mislead traffic, 
excepting such signs placed by a 
public agency for control of traffic 
by vehicles or pedestrians. G-. . 
No sign shall be placed in any 
manner, or be maintained on any 
fence. 

No signs shall be afhxed to trees or 
shrubs. - 

, . , :. : 
Signs which rotate, move, £lash, 
blink, or appear to do any of the 
foregoiug shall be prohibited unless I 

required by law or utilized by a I . 
proper governmental agency. This 
prohibition shall not apply to the 
following types of signs: 

i 

A sign chaqpg so as to show time 
and/or temperature; 
An on-the-premises barber pole 

not to exceed thirty inches in length, 
which shall be pemmted to revolve 

. only during business hours, 

' 1  
Unless otherwise provided for by 

state law or by the Sonora Municipal 
Code, non-accessorg signs shall be 
prohibited. , i, ,- 

I N U  ITlUNAL SIGN "F 963$'f 
j $ ~ - - %  , 

REQUIREMENTS-HISTORIC A m  

- .  , .. 
In addition to du sign requirements of chap& 15.&g: :, ;j( 
of the Sonora Municipal Code, the following criteria 
&all apply to signs proposed within the Historic area as 
.*defined by Section 17.32.030 of the Sonora Municipal 
Code. . . t *,, :. * 
A. Design review of signs in the Hismric area shall 

include consideration of size, placement, manne 
and materials of construction, and color. Also see 
Section 15.28.010 of the Sonora Municipal Code 
with respect to aesthetic and traffic safety consid- 
erations. 

B. While wood products are preferred, materials of 
construction other than wood are permissible 
provided that the sign gives the appearance of 
signage that is appropriate to the Historic area. 

C. Banner signs dii~layed as permanent si shall 
*r .it . . .lft be aw- @%$+i ~ * ~ j l '  8 );fi.j , El.(. I .  

m. Baddit or internally illuminated signs of any type 
or size shall not be allowed. 

: : 2 , , ; .>,. > 
I .  

FOR COMPLETE REQUIREMENTS OR 
MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
KIM CAMPBELL, COMMUJNTY 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST AT 

(209) 5323508 OR VISIT THE CITY 


