FACT SHEET

The City of Sonora provides quality public services to its residents including: police,
fire, public works, parks, and community development - all working together to
protect and preserve our quality of life.

MEASURE Y: THE CITY OF SONORA “ESSENTIAL
SERVICES TRANSACTION AND USE TAX”

In November 2022, The City of Sonora voters will have a choice. The City
Council has placed Measure Y on the ballot so voters in Sonora can
consider enacting a local sales tax of one cent. If voters approve Measure
Y, it is expected to generate approximately $3.9 million each year in
dedicated, local, City administered funds. The Measure will sunset after 20
years.

WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO CUT COSTS SO FAR?

The City of Sonora has taken a fiscally responsible approach to overcoming hurdles in recent years. Over the past
decade, City revenues have not kept pace with the growing costs associated with providing municipal services and
facilities. For the past several years the City has responded to this imbalance, with a fiscally conservative
approach by reducing its workforce by nearly 14 employees or 24%, this includes: having fewer police officers than
in 1975, not replacing aging equipment or vehicles, reducing park and cemetery maintenance, no investment in
aging city facilities or equipment, and fewer City sponsored events. Additionally, the City has not had the resources
to improve infrastructure in the City, with total annual street maintenance funding of $200k for the 30+ miles of
roads, and no plans to address the aging sidewalks or storm drains. With this sales tax the City wishes to maintain
a high level of police services, increased funding for fire protection, and the ability to maintain the City streets,
storm drains, sidewalks and facilties. Without this measure the City anticipates deficit spending going forward and
reduced services.

CURRENT BREAKDOWN OF YOUR SALES TAX

The current sales tax in the City of Sonora is 7.75%, only 1.37% is controlled by the City. The remainder goes to
Sacramento, Tuolumne County, and other regional agencies. Every cent of Measure Y sales tax will remain in the
City of Sonora to improve and provide essential services. There are two sales tax measures on the November
ballot, one from the County and Measure Y from the City. These are two seperate measures, the County sales tax
will not affect the tax rate within the City or provide the City with any financial support.

REVENUE FROM MEASURE Y WILL STAY IN SONORA

Measure Y is necessary to protect the basic levels of service and safety within the City limits, while also providing
a new source of revenue enabling the City to invest in maintenance of existing facilities, roads, parking lots, parks
and other City facilities. Importantly, the measure will sunset in twenty years; this will provide enough time for the
City to plan for its future and expand growth opportuniites for the City, citizens, and businesses without having to
return to the existing tax base with increases every twenty years. Without new revenue the City will be forced to
cut public safety and essential services.
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REVENUE FROM MEASURE Y
WILL SUPPORT LOCAL,
ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Repairing and upgrading local
® streets, parking lots, sidewalks,
IL@A\ and infrastructure to improve
pedestrian safety and benefit
economic growth.

Maintaining local parks, the Opera Hall,

g{. and other public facilities so they retain
their values and benefit the community
well into the future.

.,, Retaining and preserving officer levels
~=mumm— t0 ensure that there are enough on-duty
police officers for patrolling streets,
o parks, and neighborhoods, to prevent
crime and respond quickly to 911 calls.

5 1, Ensuring the City’s fire station is open
Y] — I

and maintained to provide prompt 911
[El response times so residents can

continue to receive quality emergency
care.

Continuing traffic congestion
q improvements, parking, landscaping,
E?a and other services to maintain what we
value - Clean, healthy, and safe
neighborhoods.

Support Sonora’s sustainability efforts to
create long term economic and social
solutions for its visitors, residents and
business community.
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ENSURES LOCAL CONTROL &
OVERSIGHT

Every dollar raised by Measure Y will be used in the City of
Sonora on local services and infrastructure. All City
revenues, including Measure Y, have the oversight of a
finance committee, the City Council, and annual independent
financial audits.

THE COUNTY’S TAX MEASURE

The County of Tuolumne has also placed a sales tax
measure on the November 8, 2022 ballot. This would
increase sales tax rates outside the City of Sonora and no
revenue from their measure would benefit the City. The
City’s Measure Y would only affect the rate within the
incorporated City limits and all revenues will remain within
the City and will only benefit City residents.

FACTS

* 95% of Cities have a higher tax rate than the City of Sonora.

* City is unable to fill critical vacant positions in all
departments.

* 46% of Police vehicles are nearly 20 years old.

* In 1975 the City had 13 officers, today there are 6.

* Since 1975 call for law enforcement service increased 44%.
* Since 2011 911 calls have increased 34%.

* Since 2008 Fire staffing has decreased including the
elimination of a fire prevention officer.

* Tax represents $1 out of every $100 spent.

* The City’s Daytime population increases to over 25,000
people, a sales tax allows for visitors to contribute in a more
equitable way.

* Without a new revenue source the City will be forced to cut
public safety and other essential services.

Residents can learn by visiting www.sonoraca.com/elections
Email: measurey@sonoraca.org
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