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OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

Chapter 9.04
OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

Sections: ,
9.04.010  Animals—Riding or driving on highway.
9.04.020  Animals—Riding or driving on sidewalk.
9.04.030 Playing on highway—Weapons in city.
9.04.040 Operation of bicycles and skateboards on

sidewalks.

9.04.041  Use or operation of bicycles and skateboards
prohibited.

9.04.042  Use or operation of skateboards prohibited
when.

9.04.043  Areas for nonuse of skateboards.

9.04.045  Occupying public park during certain hours
prohibited. '

9.04.050 Violation—Penalty.

9.04.010 Animals—Riding or driving on highway.

Any person who rides, drives or leads on a highway within
the corporate limits of the city, any animal at a greater speed
than six miles an hour, is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 13 § 1,

1900.)

9.04.020 Animals—Riding or driving on sidewalk.

Any person who rides, drives or ties any animal on a
sidewalk, except when going directly across such sidewalk for
some property purpose, is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 13 §
2, 1900.)

9.04.030 Playing on highway—Weapons in city.

Every person who, upon a highway engages in playing ball,
foot racing or any other boisterous game, or within the city
limits, uses any sling, slung-shot or other missile or weapon, or
throws stones, is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord.. 13 § 3, 1900.)
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OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

9.04.040  Operation of bicycles and skateboards on
sidewalks.
A. Definitions. The following words are defined as set forth in this
section:

1. “Bicycles” means a vehicle or a device in a tandem arrange-
ment, which is propelled solely by human power, and upon
which one or more persons may ride.

2. “Sidewalk” means that portion of a road, street or highway
designed or ordinarily used for pedestrian travel and includes
any pedestrian walkways in any parks within the commercial
or business districts of the city.

3. “Skateboard” means any single platform mounted on wheels,
which is propelled solely by human power and which has
no mechanism or other device with which to steer or control
the movement or direction of the platform.

4. “Roadway” means that portion of the highway or street im-
proved or designed especially for vehicular use or travel.

(Ord. 638 (part), 1988: Ord. 622 (part), 1986: Ord. 13 § 4, 1900.)

9.04.041  Use or operation of bicycles and skateboards

prohibited.

A. It is unlawful for any person(s) to use or operate any bicycle
upon any sidewalk in the city at the following locations, and it
is unlawful for any person(s) to use or operate any skateboard
upon any sidewalk and upon any street in the following loca-
tions:

1. “Green Street” in its entire length from W. Church Street to

- Snell Street;

2. “Washington Street” from its intersection point with Elkin
Street to its intersection point with June Street;

3. “Stewart Street” from its intersection point with Elkin Street
to its intersection point with E. Church Street;

4. “Elkin Street” from Washington Street to Stewart Street;

5. “Church Street” from Stewart Street to Green Street.

(Ord. 724, 1997: Ord. 638 (part), 1988: Ord. 622 (part), 1986.)
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OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

9.04.042 Use or operation of skateboards prohibited when.

It is unlawful for any person(s) to use or operate any skateboard
upon or in any public parking lot, any city-owned permit parking lot,
any city-owned parking structure(s), or facilities designed and utilized
for parking use. (Ord. 638 (part), 1988.)

9.04.043 Areas for nonuse of skateboards.

The city council of the city may from time to time review the
business and commercial areas within the city boundaries and may
declare after such review, areas which may be specifically designated
for the nonuse of skateboards. Such declaration may be accomplished
by adoption or amendment of existing ordinances, or by declaration
and passage and adoption of a resolution. (Ord. 638 (part), 1988.)

9.04.045 Occupying public park during certain hours
prohibited.
Every person who occupies, or is present in, a public park within
the city between the hours of ten p.m. and seven a.m., without a per-
mit therefor, is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 584, 1983.)

9.04.050 Violation—Penalty.

Any person who violates Section 9.04.042 or Section 9.04.043 is
guilty of an infraction and on conviction, shall be punished in accor-
dance with the provisions of Section 1.08.010(C) of the Sonora Mu-
nicipal Code. (Ord. 753, 2002: Ord. 13 § 5, 1900.)
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Chapter 9.08

PUBLIC CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
AND THE SMOKING OF MARIJUANA
Sections:

9.08.010 Unlawful.
9.08.020 Violation—Penalty.

9.08.010 Unlawful.

It is unlawful for any person to drink, consume or possess an
open container of any alcoholic beverage or intoxicating liquor, or
smoke marijuana in or upon any of the following places in the
city:

Any public street or alley;

Any public parks;

Any public parking lot;

Any public sidewalk;

Any grounds of public buildings;

Any private building or lands that are open to the public.
(Ord. 778, 12-3-2007; Ord. 715, 1996.)

TEHOUOW >

9.08.020 Violation—Penalty.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter is
guilty of an misdemeanor and is punishable as provided in Section
1.08.010(A). (Ord. 752 § 1, 2002: Ord. 461 § 2, 1974.)

(Ord. 778, 12-3-2007)
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PUBLIC INTOXICATION

Chapter 9.12
PUBLIC INTOXICATION!

Sections:
9.12.010  On streets, sidewalks and highways—Unlawful.
9.12.020  In an automobile—Unlawful.
9.12.030  Violation—Penalty.

9.12.010 On streets, sidewalks and highways—Unlawful.
It is unlawful for any person to be found on or in public
streets, sidewalks, highways, places or squares in a state of

intoxication. (Ord. 186 § 1, 1946.)

9.12.020 In an automobile—Unlawful.

It is unlawful for any person to be in or upon any
automobile upon any public highway or in any public place in a
state of intoxication. (Ord. 186 § 2, 1946.)

9.12.030 Violation—Penalty.

Any person found guilty of any violation of the provisions
of this chapter shall be punished as provided in Section
1.08.010. (Ord. 186 § 3, 1946.)
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Chapter 9.16
INTERFERENCE WITH RADIO BROADCASTING

Sections:
9.16.010  Unlawful.
9.16.020  Exceptions.
9.16.030  Inspection and test—Notice of violation.
9.16.040  Enforcement.
9.16.050  Violation—Penalty. -

9.16.010 Unlawful.

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to operate
in the city any device, appliance, equipment or apparatus
generating or causing high frequency oscillations or radiations
which interfere with radio broadcast receiving apparatus or
wireless receiving apparatus, except that a person duly licensed
to practice medicine, cosmetology, chiropractic or dentistry by
the state, in the course of practice of his profession, may
operate, or cause to be operated under his supervision, any
machine necessary to give treatments; provided, however, that
all reasonable methods of preventing interference with radio

broadcast receiving apparatus or wireless receiving apparatus
have been applied. (Ord. 142 § 1, 1934.)

9.16.020 Exceptions. .

This chapter shall not apply to radio stations, either
broadcast, commercial or amateur, licensed by the federal
government, or which are engaged in interstate communication;
or to public utilities under the supervision of the State Railroad
Commission. (Ord. 142 § 2, 1934.)

9.16.030 Inspection and test—Notice of violation.

When an inspection and test have been made by the radio
inspector for interference, and it is found that any device,
equipment or appliance coming within the terms of this chapter
is being operated in violation of this chapter, the owner or the
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operator of such device, equipment, apparatus or appliance shall
be notified to discontinue the use of such device, equipment,
apparatus or appliance, or to make additions, repairs or
modifications thereof in order that the same may be operated in
a manner which complies with the provisions of this chapter.
Said notice shall be personally served. In the event that the
owner or operator of such device, equipment or appliance or
apparatus, does not, within forty-eight hours after service of

- notice to repair or discontinue the use of such device,

equipment, apparatus or appliance, either entirely discontinue
the use or repair the same or attach a silencing device thereto so
that it complies with the provisions of this chapter, such owner,
person in possession or operator shall be deemed to be
operating such machine, device, apparatus or appliance in
violation of the provisions of this chapter, and such person shall
be subject to the penalties provided in Section 9.16.050 for
such violations. (Ord. 142 § 4, 1934.)

9.16.040 Enforcement.

The enforcement of this chapter is placed in the hands of
the city electrician. The city electrician is given power to
deputize one or more persons, without pay, to assist in the
duties set forth in this chapter. (Ord. 142-§ 3, 1934.)

9.16.050 Violation—Penalty.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter is
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be
punished by a fine of not more than three hundred dollars or by
imprisonment in the county jail for a period of not more than
ninety days, or by both such fine and imprisonment; provided,
that a person arrested for violation of this chapter shall be
released from custody or excused from appearing in court, and
such charge shall be dismissed upon the submission by him to
the judge of the city court or city attorney satisfactory evidence
that he has, within forty-eight hours, caused such device,
equipment, appliance or apparatus to conform to the
requirements of this chapter. (Ord. 142 § 5, 1934.)
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OFFENSES AGAINST FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT

Chapter 9.20

OFFENSES AGAINST FIRE
DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT?

Sections:
9.20.010  Use for other than fire purposes.
9.20.020  Driving over hose.
9.20.030  Ringing firebell.
9.20.040 Violation—Penalty.

9.20.010 Use for other than fire purposes.

No fire apparatus, hose, tools or fire appliances of the fire
department shall be used for other than fire purposes, unless
with written consent of the first assistant or chief engineer. Any
person or persons violating the conditions of this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 27 § 22, 1903.)

9.20.020 Driving over hose.

Any person driving, propelling, drawing or pushing any
wagon, buggy, sled, motor vehicle, or other vehicle or things
likely to damage a hose, across any hose or section of hose, or
driving or riding any horse, mule, cow or domestic cattle or
animal across the same is guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 75

(part), 1918: Ord. 27 § 23, 1903.)

9.20.030 Ringing firebell.

Any person, who rings or assists in ringing any firebell in the
city, other than for fire alarms, fire meetings or funeral tolling,
unless with the written permission of the chief engineer, is
guilty of a misdemeanor. (Ord. 27 § 24, 1903.)

9.20.040 - Violation—Penalty. .

Any person found guilty of a misdemeanor under the
provisions of this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not less
than twenty-five dollars, and not more than two hundred
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ADVERTISING MATTER

dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding
three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 75
(part), 1918: Ord. 27 § 25, 1903.)

Chapter 9.24
ADVERTISING MATTER

Sections:
9.24.010  Definitions.
9.24.020  Dissemination—Where and to whom.
9.24.030  Violation—Penalty.

9.24.010 Definitions.

As used in this chapter, the following words and phrases
have the following meanings:

A. “Advertising matter’” means and includes printed handbills,
posters, dodgers, booklets, cards in excess of two and
one-half inches by four inches, and any other printed
advertising matter describing or calling attention to any
products, business enterprise, person, firm or corporation
for any purpose other than solely for religious or political
purposes, but excluding a newspaper.

B. “Disseminate” means and includes the terms distribute,
deposit, hand out, give out, deliver, and throw away, as well
as causing or permitting any of the foregoing. '

C. “Newspaper” means and is limited to a publication which
has been, and at the time of its dissemination or distribution
is, admitted as second class matter under applicable United
States Postal Regulations, is a newspaper of general
circulation under the laws of the state, and at the time of its
dissemination or distribution maintains a bona fide list of
paying subscribers at regular published rates.

D. “Person” means and includes any individual person,
association, organization, partnership, business trust,
Massachusetts Trust, company and corporation.

E. “Premises” means and includes every house, dwelling,
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building, structure, enclosure, business establishment, lot,
yard, location, place, alley, parkway, sidewalk, street, public
way and every vehicle.

F. “Printed” means and includes the terms mimeographed,
lithographed, handwritten, stereotyped, typewritten and
painted, and printing, reproduction of words, diagrames,
figures and pictures, on paper, cardboard or any other
substance.

(Ord. 291 § 2, 1960.)

9.24.020 Dissemination—Where and to whom.

It is unlawful for any person to dissminate advertising
matter to, at, upon or onto any premises in the city, except:

‘A. In, at or upon a box or receptacle, other than a United
States mailbox, marked with letters at least one-half-inch
high “For Advertising Matter”; or

B. In, at or upon the premises of a tenant in lawful possession
thereof who has signed and filed with the person
disseminating the advertising matter a written request that
such advertising matter be deposited on his premises. All
such written requests must be maintained at all times in the
office or place of business of the person disseminating such
advertising matter, and shall be kept on file for a period of
six months after the last dissemination of advertising matter
pursuant to such request. Such written request, once made
by a tenant in lawful possession of premises, shall remain
applicable as to the premises described in such consent until
countermanded by the tenant in lawful possession of the
same premises. The owner of vacant property shall be

~ deemed to be the tenant in lawtul possession of premises for
the purposes of this chapter. All such written requests shall
be available for inspection by any city official of the city
during all regular business hours. All advertising matter
disseminated in the city shall have printed thereon or
affixed in legible form the name, address and telephone
number of the person responsible for the distribution of
such advertising matter, together with a legible notice to the
effect that anyone who does not desire to receive such
advertising matter shall notify the said person responsible
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CURFEW FOR MINORS

for the distribution thereof or the city clerk, in writing to that
effect. Thereafter, the person thus notified shall disseminate no
such advertising matter to the premises described in such notifi-
cation.

(Ord. 291 § 3, 1960.)

9.24.030  Violation—Penalty.
Any person violating or permitting or responsible for the viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a misde-

meanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished as provided
in Section 1.08.010. (Ord. 291 § 5, 1960.)

Chapter 9.28
CURFEW FOR MINORS

Sections:
9.28.010 Definitions.
9.28.020 Curfew restrictions.
9.28.030 Violation—Penalty.
9.28.040 Renting to minors—Report to police.
9.28.050 Report to police—Violation—Penalty.

9.28.010  Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

“Curfew hours” means the period from eleven p.m. any evening
of the week until five a.m. the following day.

“Emergency” means an unforeseen combination of circumstances
or the resulting state that calls for immediate action. The term
includes, but is not limited to, a fire, natural disaster, an automobile
accident or any situation requiring immediate actlon to prevent
serious bodily injury or loss of life.
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CURFEW FOR MINORS

“Establishment” means any privately owned place of business
operated for a profit which the public is invited, including but not
limited to, any place of amusement or entertainment.

“Guardian” means: (1) a person who, under court order, is the
guardian of the person of a minor, or (2) a public or private agency
with whom a minor has been placed by the court.

“Minor” means any person under eighteen years of age.

“Parent” means a person who is a natural parent, adoptive parent
" or step-parent of another person.

“Public place” means any place to which the public or a substan-
tial group of the public has access and includes, but is not limited
to, streets, highways and the common areas of schools, hospitals,
apartment houses, office buildings, transport facilities and shops.

“Responsible adult” means a person at least eighteen years of
age, authorized by a parent or guardian to have the care and custody
of a minor.

“Serious bodily injury” means bodily injury that creates a
substantial risk of death or that causes death, serious permanent
disfigurement or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any
bodily member or organ. (Ord. 727 § 3 (part), 1997.)

9.28.020  Curfew restrictions.

A. It is unlawful for any minor to be present in any public place or
on the premises of any establishment within the city during
curfew hours.

B. It is unlawful for any parent or guardian of a minor knowingly
to permit, or by insufficient control to allow, the minor to be
present in any public place or on the premises of any establish-
ment within the city during curfew hours.

C. It is a defense to prosecution under Section 9.28.020(A) or (B)
that the minor was:

1. Accompanied by the minor’s parent or guardian, or by a
responsible adult;

2. On an errand at the direction of the minor’s parent or guard-
ian, or the responsible adult, without any detour or stop;
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In a motor vehicle involved in interstate travel;

4. Engaged in an employment activity, or going to or returning
home from an employment activity, without any detour or
stop;

»

5. Involved in an emergency;
6. On the sidewalk abutting the minor’s residence;
7. Attending an official school, religious or other recreational

activity supervised by adults and sponsored by the city, a
civic organization, or another similar entity that takes re-
sponsibility for the minor, or going to or returning home
from, without any detour or stop, an official school, reli-
gious or other recreational activity supervised by adults and
sponsored by the city, a civic organization, or another simi-
lar entity that takes responsibility for the minor;

8. Exercising First Amendment rights protected by the United
States Constitution; or

9. Emancipated pursuant to law.

Before taking any enforcement action under this section, a police

officer shall ask the apparent offender’s age and reason for being

in the public place or on the premises of the establishment

during curfew hours. The officer shall not issue a citation or

make an arrest under this section unless the officer reasonably

believes that an offense has occurred and that, based on any

responses and other circumstances, no defense under Section

9.28.020(C) is present or applicable.

Each violation of this section shall constitute a separate offense.

rd. 727 § 3 (part), 1997.)

9.28.030  Violation—Penalty.

A violation of Section 9.28.020 is punishable as provided in

Section 1.08.010. (Ord. 727 § 3 (part), 1997.)

9.28.040  Renting to minors—Report to police.

Any person or corporation owning, controlling or managing any
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hotel, motor court, motel, rooming house or trailer court, or clerk or
custodian thereof, who rents or lets any room or rooms to or allows
any room or rooms to be occupied by, any minor under the age of
eighteen years, unless such minor is accompanied by his or her
spouse, parent, guardian or other person having the legal custody and
control of such minor, shall immediately by telephone, and within
twenty-four hours by written report, thereafter notify the police
department of such registration or occupancy by said minor of any
such room, in the company of any person other than the spouse,
parent, guardian or person having the legal custody and control of
any such minor. (Ord. 727 § 3 (part), 1997.)

9.28.050  Report to police—Violation—Penalty.

Failure to so notify the police, as provided in Section 9.28.040,
constitutes a misdemeanor, and is punishable by a fine not exceeding
one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail not
exceeding twenty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord.

727 § 3 (part), 1997.)
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Chapter 9.32

CARRYING OF WEAPONS BY POLICE OFFICERS3

Sections:
9.32.010 Authorized in performance_ of regular duties.
9.32.010  Authorized in performance of regular duties.

Regular police officers, special police officers, peace officers,
or law enforcement officers within the city, are authorized to carry
wooden clubs, batons, blackjacks, billy clubs or sand clubs, in the

performance of their regular duties as such officers. (Ord. 196 § 1,

1947.)
Chapter 9.34
CARDROOMS
Sections:
9.34.010 Cardrooms defined.
9.34.020  License required.
9.34.030 License application investigation.
9.34.040  License issuance.
9.34.050 Cardroom location.
9.34.060  Hours of operation.
9.34.070 Patron security and safety.
9.34.080  Wagering limits.
9.34.090  Gambling tables—Number permitted.
9.34.100  License fee.
9.34.110 Penalty for failure to renew license.
9.34.120  Revocation.
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9.34.130 Appeal of revocation. :

9.34.140  Dealers and employees—Permit required.

9.34.150  Dealers and employees—Permit revocation—
Appeal.

9.34.160 Cardroom operators—Subject to business
license provisions. '

9.34.170 Violation—Penalty.

9.34.010 Cardrooms defined.

For the purposes of this chapter, “cardroom” means and includes
any room in which there are card tables used, kept or intended for
use in the playing of any kind of legal card game where the same
is conducted as a business or in connection with a business. (Ord.
735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.020  License required.

It is unlawful for any person to conduct, operate, carry on, or
permit to be carried on, the business of any cardroom without first
having obtained a license therefor. It is unlawful for any person to
be an employee in such cardroom without a current permit. It is
unlawful to operate any table for a legal card game, without that
table being currently licensed. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.030  License application investigation.

Every person desiring to conduct, operate, or carry on a business
of a cardroom, or be an employee of such business, shall make a
written application to the chief of police for a license to do S0, on
forms provided by the police department. The chief of police shall
cause a complete background investigation to be conducted on the
applicant and of the premises, with due consideration to the premises
as to public safety. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)
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9.34.040  License issuance. :

Upon the satisfactory completion of the background investiga-
tion, the chief of police may, in his/her discretion, issue the license,
subject to such conditions as deemed reasonable, or refuse to issue
the license. The chief of police shall be the sole judge of the suffi-
ciency of whether the issuance or denial of the license is detrimental
to the public interest and to the public health, morals, general welfare
or the public peace. The decision of the police chief may be ap-
pealed to the city administrator by filing a written appeal to the city
administrator within ten calendar days. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.050 Cardroom location.

No license shall be issued to any cardroom that is located within
one hundred feet of any school, playground, hospital, church or
similar area. Special exemptions may be made by the chief of police
after a finding having been made that the cardroom will pose no
threat to the safety, health or welfare of the neighboring institution.
(Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.060 Hours of operation. .

Cardrooms shall be permitted to operate twenty-four hours per
day, seven days a week. Hours of operation shall be clearly posted
in order to provide patrons adequate notice of the hours during
which the establishment will remain open for business. (Ord. 735
(part), 1998.)

9.34.070  Patron security and safety.

Every cardroom licensee in the city shall be required to provide
a safe and secure environment for their patrons. In conformance with
existing state and local laws, smoking shall be prohibited at all times
within a cardroom. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)
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9.34.080 Wagering limits. -

~ Wagers shall not exceed four hundred dollars on any given bet.
No wager may be made using the cardroom’s money. The owner of
a cardroom shall be required to clearly post wagering limits to give
patrons adequate notice of the rules relating to wagering. (Ord. 735
(part), 1998.)

9.34.090  Gambling tables—Number permitted.

A maximum of one gambling table is allowed for each three
hundred square feet of floor space, and no more than three gambling
tables shall be permitted within any single gambling establishment.
The total number of gambling tables permitted within the city shall
be set at six. The temporary use of gambling tables in tournaments
and other special events shall be regulated as stated above. Upon
making application to the chief of police, a temporary permit shall
be issued to the group, club or organization making the request. The
temporary use of gambling tables shall be regulated in the same
manner as defined for cardrooms in general. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.100  License fee.

The license for a cardroom shall be twenty-five dollars per table
per year (plus actual expenses incurred for Department of Justice
services). All license fees shall be payable in advance and no part
shall be refundable. No cardroom license issued hereunder shall be
transferable, provided however, that it may be moved to a new
location with the approval of the chief of police. (Ord. 735 (part),
1998.)

9.34.110  Penalty for failure to renew license.

Any person who operates a cardroom after the expiration date
of the license and fails to renew such license shall be subject to a
penalty of twenty-five dollars per day. This penalty fee shall be
added to the sum and total of the license fee. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)
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9.34.120  Revocation. .

The license may be revoked at any time by the chief of police,
if, in his/her judgment, such action is necessary to protect the health,
safety or welfare of the public. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.130  Appeal of revocation.

The licensee may appeal the revocation of a license by filing a
written appeal with the city administrator within ten calendar days
of the action by the chief of police. The city administrator shall hear
the appeal and shall affirm or revoke the action within ten calendar
days from receipt of the appeal. The decision of the city administra-
tor is final. If the licensee does not appeal within the ten calendar
day period, the revocation of the license shall be final and conclu-
sive. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.140  Dealers and employees—Permit required.

All persons employed by a cardroom shall be required to obtain
a permit from the chief of police. The application for a work permit
shall be accompanied by a full set of the applicant’s fingerprints to
be submitted to the Department of Justice for a criminal history
background check. The chief of police shall issue the permit only
if in his judgment and after thorough investigation, the applicant is
of good moral character. The permit shall be valid for a period of
one year and shall be renewable after each one year period. There
shall be a fifteen-dollar application fee (plus actual expenses incurred
for Department of Justice services) for the original permit and a
fifteen-dollar fee for the renewal thereafter. (Ord. 737 (part), 1998.)

9.34.150  Dealers and employees—Permit revocation—
~ Appeal.
The chief of police may refuse to issue or revoke the permit of
a cardroom employee or dealer at any time, if in his/her judgment,
such action is necessary. A person whose application for a permit
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is denied or a person whose permit is revoked may appeal the action

of the chief of police to the city administrator in accordance with the

procedure set forth in Section 9.34.130.

A. Limitation of Discretion to Issue Work Permit. In addition to any
other restrictions provided by law, no work permit shall be
issued to anyone who is disqualified from holding a state gam-
bling license, for any of the reasons specified in Business and
Professions Code Section 19850.

B. Denial of an Application for a Work Permit. Any application for
a work permit shall be subject to objection by the state. (Ord.
737 (part), 1998.)

934160  Cardroom operators—Subject to business license
provisions.
Every operator or owner of a cardroom shall be subject to all
provisions Chapter 5.10, Business Licenses, of the Sonora Municipal
Code. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)

9.34.170  Violation—Penalty.

Any person violating this chapter or any provision thereof is
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be pun-
ished as provided in Section 1.08.010. (Ord. 735 (part), 1998.)
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Chapter 9.36

BINGO GAMES

Bingo games permitted for charitable purposes.
Definitions.

License required.
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Term of license and fees.

Application investigation.

License not transferable.

Limitations.

Inspection.

Application denial, license suspensnon or
revocation. ,

Appeal procedure.
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9.36.010 Bingo games permitted for charitable purposes.

The city, pursuant to Section 19 of Article IV of the
California Constitution and Section 326.5 of the Penal Code,
authorizes and provides for bingo games in the city, but only
for charitable purposes in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution, the Penal Code and this chapter (Ord. 513 8§ 1

(part), 1978.)

9.36.020 Definitions.

Whenever in this chapter the following terms are used they
shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them in this
section. :

A.

“Authorized organization™ is an organizatlbn exempted
from the payment of the bank and corporation tax by

Sections
23701(D),

23701(a), 23701(b), 23701(d), 23701(e),
23701(g) and 23701(3) of the Revenue and

Taxation Code and senior citizens’ organizations.
“Bingo” is a game of chance in which prizes are awarded on
the basis of designated numbers or symbols on a card which
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conform to numbers or symbols selected at random.
C. “Minor” is any person under the age of eighteen years.
(Ord. 513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

9.36.030 License required.

It is unlawful for any person to conduct any bingo game in
the city unless such person is a member of an authorized
organization acting on behalf of such authorized organization
and has been issued a license as provided by this chapter. (Ord.
513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

9.36.040 Application.

Application for license shall be made to the chief of police
on forms prescribed by the chief of police and shall be filed not
less than ten days prior to the proposed date of the bingo game
or games. The application shall be signed under penalty of
perjury. Such application form shall require from the applicant
at least the following:

A. A list of all members who will operate the bingo game,
including full names of each member, date of birth, place of
birth, physical description and driver’s license number, and
Social Security numbers;’

B. The date(s) and place(s) of the proposed bingo game or
games;

C. Proof that the organization is an authorized organization as
defined by this chapter.

(Ord. 513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

9.36.050 Term of license and fees.

The term of a bingo license shall be one calendar year from
the date of issuance and may be renewed annually upon
application therefor.

The fee for a bingo license shall be fifty dollars The fee for
renewal shall be ten dollars. The appropriate fee shall
accompany the submission of each application. If an application
for a license is denied, one-half of any license fee paid shall be
refunded to the applicant. (Ord. 513 § 1 (part), 1978.)
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9.36.060 Application investigation.

Upon receipt of an application for a license, the chief of
police may send copies of such application to any office or
department which the chief of police deems essential in order to
carry out a proper investigation of the applicant.

The chief of police and every officer or department to
which an application is referred shall investigate the truth of the
matters set forth in the application, the character of the
applicant, and may examine the premises to be used for the
bingo game.

Upon approval of any application for a bingo license, the
chief of police shall issue the license. (Ord. 513 § 1 (part)
1978.)

9.36.070 License not transferable.

Each license issued under this chapter shall be issued to a
specific person on behalf of a specific authorized organization
to conduct a bingo game at a specific location and shall in no
event be transferable from one person to another nor from one
location to another. (Ord. 513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

9.36.080 Limitations.

~ An authorized organization shall conduct a bingo game only
on property both owned or leased by it, and which property is
used by such organization for an office or for the performance
of the purposes for which the organization is organized.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require that the

property. owned or leased by the authorized organization be

used or leased exclusively by such organization.

A. No minors shall be allowed to participate in any bmgo
game.

B. All bingo games shall be open to the public, not just to
members of the organization.

C. A bingo game shall be operated and staffed only by
members of the organization which organized it. Such
members shall be approved by the chief of police and shall
not receive a profit, wage or salary from any bingo game.
Only the organization authorized to conduct a bingo game
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shall operate such game or participate in the promotion,

supervision or any other phase of such game.

D. No individual, corporation, partnership, or other legal entity
except the organization authorized to conduct a game shall
hold a financial interest in the conduct of such bingo game.

E. All proceeds derived from a bingo game shall be kept in a
special fund or account and shall not be commingled with
any other fund or account. Such proceeds shall be used only
for charitable purposes, except as follows:

1. Such proceeds may be used for prizes.

2. A portion of such proceeds, not to exceed ten percent
of the proceeds after deduction for prizes, or five
hundred dollars per month, whichever is less, may be for
rental  of property, overhead and administrative
expenses. '

F. No person shall be allowed to participate in a bingo game
unless the person is physically present at the time and place
in which the bingo game is being conducted.

G. The total value of prizes awarded during the conduct of any
bingo game shall not exceed two hundred fifty dollars in
cash or kind, or both, for each separate game which is held.

H. No bingo game shall be conducted between the hours of
midnight and eight a.m. on any one day.

I. The number of the license issued shall appear on all
advertisements for bingo games authorized by this chapter.

(Ord. 513 § I(part), 1978.) .

9.36.090 Inspection.

Any peace officer of the city shall have free access to any
bingo game licensed under this chapter. The licensee shall have
the bingo license and lists of approved staff available for
inspection at all times durmg any bingo games. (Ord. 513 § 1
(part), 1978.) :

9.36.100 Application denial, license suspension or revocation.

The chief of police may deny an application for bingo
license. or suspend or revoke a license if he finds the applicant
or licensee or any agent or representative thereof has:
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A. Knowingly made any false, misleading or fraudulent
statement of a material fact in the application or in any
record or report required to be filed under this chapter; or

B. Violated any of the provisions of this chapter. :

If, after investigation, the chief of police determines that a
bingo license should be suspended or revoked or an application
for such license denied, he shall prepare a notice of suspension,
revocation or denial of application setting forth the reasons for
such suspension, revocation or denial of application. Such
notice shall be sent by certified mail to the applicant’s last
address provided in the application or be personally delivered.
Any person who has had an application for a bingo license
denied by the chief of police or who has had a bingo license
suspended or revoked by the chief of police may appeal the
chief’s decision in the manner provided in this chapter. (Ord.
513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

9.36.110 Appeal procedure.

Whenever an appeal is provided for in this chapter, such
appeal shall be filed and conducted as prescribed in this section:
A. Within fifteen calander days after the date of any denial,

suspension, revocation or other decision of the chief of
police, an aggrieved party may appeal such action by filing
with the city clerk a written appeal briefly setting forth the
reasons why such denial, suspension, revocation or other
decision is not proper.

B. Upon receipt of such written appeal, the city clerk shall
assign a date for a hearing before the city council. At least
one week prior to the date of the hearing on the appeal, the
clerk shall notify the appellant and chief of the date and
place of the hearing. The city council is authorized to issue
subpoenas, to administer oaths, and to conduct the hearing

- on the appeal. At such hearing the chief of police and the
appellant may present evidence relevant to the denial,
suspension, revocation or other decision of the chief. The
city council shall receive evidence and shall rule on the
admissibility of evidence and on questions of law. The
formal rules of evidence applicable in a court of law shall
not apply to such hearing.
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C. At the conclusion of the hearing, the city council may
uphold the denial, suspension, revocation or other decision
of the chief of police, or the city council may allow that
which has been denied, reinstate that which has been
suspended or revoked, or modify or reverse any other
chief’s decision which is the subject of the appeal. The
decision of the city council shall be final.

(Ord. 513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

9.36.120 Violations and penalties.

A. It is unlawful for any person to receive a profit, wage or
salary from any bingo game authorized by this chapter.

B. Any person violating any of the provisions or failing to
comply with any of the requirements of this chapter is

guilty of a misdemeanor.
(Ord. 513 § 1 (part), 1978.)

Chapter 9.38
OFFENSES AGAINST POLICE CANINE UNITS

Sections:
9.38.010  Unlawful.

9.38.010 Unlawful.

It is unlawful for any person to maliciously torture, tease,
torment, beat, kick, strike, mutilate, injure, disable, or kill any
dog used by the city police department, or in the custody of
said department or its designated handler(s), while any such dog
is in the performance of its functions or duties of the police
department, or to wilfully interfere with any such dog while it
is being used in the performance of any of the functions or
duties of the department. (Ord. 556, 1981.)
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Chapter 9.42
FAILURE TO PAY TRANSPORTATION CHARGE

Sections: .
9.42.010  Failing to pay transportation charge prohibited
~—Evidence.

9.42.010  Failing to pay transportation charge prohibited
~Evidence.

A. Any person who obtains transportation within this city,
without paying therefor, with intent to defraud the driver,
proprietor or owner of any taxi or vehicle of conveyance,
is guilty of a misdemeanor. :

B. Evidence that such person leaves the taxj or vehicle without

_ paying or offering to pay for such transportation, shall be
prima facie evidence that such person obtained transporta-
tion with intent to defraud the driver, proprietor or owner.

(Ord. 568, 1982))

Chapter 9.46
DISPLAY OF HARMFUL MATTER TO MINORS

Sections:
9.46.010  Definitions.
9.46.020  Legislative findings and authorization,
9.46.030  Commercial exploitation.
9.46.040  Display of adult material.
9.46.050  Minor defined. -
9.46.060  Violation—Penalty.
9.46.070  Public nuisance.
9.46.080  Savings clause.
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9.46.010 Definitions. :

As used in this chapter, the following words and phrases
shall have the following meaning:

A. “Adult material” means any magazine, newspaper, publica-
tion, poster, display or advertisement (including advertising
appearing on the cover or wrapper or merchandise offered
for sale or rent to the public) which contains on the outside,
any photograph, picture, drawing or depiction of any of
following: '

1. The complete exposure of the entire nipple area or
entire areola area of any female breast or breasts except
those of infants; and
The complete exposure of the entire genitalia or
buttocks of either males or females, except those of
infants.

This definition of “adult material” does not include any
art or photograph publication which devotes at least
twenty-five percent of the lineage of each edition to articles
and advertisements dealing with the subjects of art or
photography. Nor does this definition apply to any news
periodical which reports or describes current events and
which, from time to time, published photographs or depic-
tions of nude or seminude persons when describing cultures
in which nudity or seminudity is indigenous to the popula-
tion. The city council finds that medical publications or
bona fide educational publications do not usually publish
on their covers any photograph or depiction which is
included in the definition of adult material and that, there-
fore, it is not necessary to define this type of publication.

B. “Display” means exhibiting or exposing adult materials so
that the same are within the open view of patrons, invitee
and visitors to the premises where such materials are located
or are visible from any public street, thoroughfare, sidewalk
or pedestrian way, or other residential or business premises.
Display includes the exhibiting of adult material from news-
racks or newspaper vending stands.

C. “Harmful matter” means matter, taken as a whole, which to
the average person, applying contemporary statewide

[§9)
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standards, appeals to the prurient interest, and is matter
which, taken as a whole, depicts or describes in a patently
- offensive way sexual conduct, and which taken as a whole,

lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value for
minors. -

D. “Person” means any individual, partnership, firm, associa-
tion, corporation or other legal entity.

(Ord. 653 (part), 1990.)

9.46.020 Legislative findings and authorization.

The Sonora city council does find that the display of adult
materials at grocery stores. convenience stores, drug stores
and other retail outlets within the city does exist. Said adult
material is often displayed within the open view of children
of tender years and is easily accessible to them. The city council
further finds that this material is adverse to the general public
peace, morals and good order of young children. The council
further finds that it is in the best interest of the public safety,
welfare and convenience of the city to control the display of
adult material and to adopt the ordinance codified in this
chapter to ensure that adverse impacts upon children are kept
to a minimum. (Ord. 653 (part), 1990.)

9.46.030 Commercial exploitation.

In prosecutions under this chapter, where circumstances of
production, presentation, sale, dissemination, distribution or
publicity indicate that material is being commercially exploited
for the sales of its prurient appeal to minors, it will be strictly
prohibited. (Ord. 653 (part), 1990.)

9.46.040 Display of adult material.

No person shall display adult material, or permit or allow
the display of adult material which includes: books, magazines,
newspapers, video recording, or other pictorial representation or
any statues or other figure, or any recording, transcription, or
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mechanical, chemical or electrical reproduction, or any other
articles, equipment, machines or material. Material also includes
live or recorded telephone messages, when transmitted, dis-
seminated or distributed as part of a commercial transaction.,
(Ord. 653 (part), 1990.) .

9.46.050 Minor defined. .
“Minor” means any natural person under eighteen years of
age. (Ord. 653 (part), 1990.)

9.46.060 Violation—Penalty.

Any person, whether as principal, agent, employee or other-
wise, violating or causing the violation of any of the provisions
of this chapter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, Section 313 of
the California Penal Code, and shall, upon conviction thereof,
be punished by a fine of not to exceed two thousand dollars, or
imprisonment in the County Jail for a period not to exceed one
year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Ord. 653 (part),
1990.)

9.46.070 Public nuisance.

In addition to the criminal penalty provisions provided by
this code, violation of any section or sections of this chapter
is declared to be a public nuisance, and may be abated as such
by the city. (Ord. 653 (part), 1990.)

9.46.080 Savings clause.

The regulations set forth in this chapter are not intended to
be exclusive and compliance therewith shall not excuse non-
compliance with any other regulations pertaining to the display-
ing of harmful matter to minors, set forth by the state of
California or elsewhere in the city’s code. (Ord. 653 (part),
1990.)
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Chapter 9.50

CONDUCT ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

Sections: -

9.50.010  Obstruction of movement in public ways.

9.50.020 Sitting or lying down on public sidewalks in
designated areas of the city.

9.50.030 Sections 9.50.010 and 9.50.020 shall not apply
in the following cases and to the following
persons.

9.50.040 Conduct on public property, monuments and
lawns. '

9.50.050  Public urination and defecation prohibited.

9.50.060  Subsequent offense within thirty days.

9.50.070  Intent.

9.50.080 Savings clause.

9.50.010  Obstruction of movement in public ways.

No person, after having been notified by a law enforcement
officer that he or she is in violation of the prohibition in this section,
shall maliciously occupy any portion of a public way or public place
s0 as to obstruct or interfere with the flow of pedestrian or vehicular
traffic thereon, whether such person does so alone or together with
one or more persons, or with equipment or personal property of any
nature, and whether such person does so by standing, sitting, lying
or in any other manner. (Ord. 698 (part), 1994.)

9.50.020  Sitting or lying down on public sidewalks in

designated areas of the city.

A. No person, after having been notified by a law enforcement
officer that he or she is in violation of the prohibition of this
section, shall maliciously sit or lie down upon a public sidewalk
or sidewalk curb, or upon a blanket, chair, stool or any other
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object placed upon a public sidewalk in the downtown area of
the city.

B. For the purposes of this chapter, “downtown” is defined as being
that area of the city of Sonora that is bordered by Green Street
to the West; Stewart to the East; Mono Way to the South; and
the city limits to the North. '

~ (Ord. 698 (part), 1994.)

9.50.030  Sections 9.50.010 and 9.50.020 shall not apply in
the following cases and to the following persons.

~A. Persons standing or sitting on the curb portion of any sidewalk

or street while attending or viewing any parade, festival, perfor-
mance or similar event permitted under the provisions of this
code;

B. Persons sitting upon benches or other seating facilities provided
or authorized for such purposes by municipal authorities;

C. Any conduct which is in conformity with the terms of any
permit granted pursuant to this code;

D. Any conduct in public places that are privately owned where
such conduct is in conformity with permission granted by the
owner of said premises or by the person entitled to the posses-
sion of said premises;

E. Persons sitting or lying down due to a medical emergency;

F. Persons who, as the result of a disability, utilize a wheelchair or
similar device to move about. :

(Ord. 698 (part), 1994.)

9.50.040 Conduct on public property, monuments and
lawns.

No person, after having been notified by a law enforcement
officer that he or she is in violation of the prohibition in this section,
shall: ’

A. Walk, stand, sit or lie upon any monument, vase, decorative
fountain, drinking fountain, bike rack, trash receptacle, median,
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fire hydrant, street tree planter, berm, utility cabinet, railing,
fence, planter or upon any other public property not designed or
customarily used for such purposes;

B. Walk, stand, sit or lie upon any public lawn or planted area
which is posted with signs that forbid such conduct; or

C. Walk, stand or lie upon any public bench.

(Ord. 698 (part), 1994.)

9.50.050  Public urination and defecation prohibited.

No person shall urinate or defecate in public except when using
a urinal, toilet or commode located in a bathroom, restroom or other
structure enclosed from public view. (Ord. 698 (part), 1994.)

9.50.060  Subsequent offense within thirty days.

Any person who violates any section in this chapter and is cited
for such a violation, and who within thirty days after receiving such
a citation again violates the same section, is guilty of a misdemeanor,
and upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine of not more than
two thousand dollars or by imprisonment in the county jail for a
period not to exceed one year, or by both fine and imprisonment.
(Ord. 698 (part), 1994.)

9.50.070  Intent. .

It is not the intent of this chapter to prohibit protesting, picket-
ing, demonstrating, leafleting or any other lawful activity permitted
under the laws of the state of California or by the National Labor
Relations Act in connection with a labor dispute. (Ord. 698 (part),

1994.)
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9.50.080  Savings clause. _

The regulations set forth in this chapter are not intended to be
exclusive and compliance therewith shall not excuse noncompliance
with any other regulations pertaining to this chapter, set forth by the
state of California or elsewhere in the city’s code. (Ord. 698 (part),
1994.)

Chapter 9.54
AGGRESSIVE SOLICITATION

Sections:
9.54.010 Definitions.
9.54.020 Time of solicitation.
9.54.030 Place of solicitation.
9.54.040 Manner of solicitation.
9.54.050 False or misleading solicitation.
9.54.060 Violation—Misdemeanor.

9.54.010  Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following words have the
meanings set out in this section:

“Person,” for purposes of this chapter, includes both individual
persons and organizations.

“Solicitation,” for the purposes of this chapter, is any request
made in person seeking an immediate donation of money, food,
cigarettes or items of value. Purchase of an item for an amount far
exceeding its value, under circumstances where a reasonable person
would understand that the purchase is in substance, a donation, is a
donation for the purpose of this chapter. A person is not soliciting
for the purpose of this chapter when he or she passively displays a
sign or gives any other indication that he or she is seeking donations,
and where he or she does not address his or her solicitation to any
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specific person, as opposed to a group of persons, other than in
response to an inquiry by that person. This section does not apply
to peddling and soliciting activity governed by the business license
section of this code. (Ord. 699 (part), 1994.)

9.54.020 Time of solicitation.

Any person who solicits after sunset or before sunrise is guilty
of an infraction and shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding two
hundred fifty dollars. (Ord. 699 (part), 1994.)

9.54.030  Place of solicitation.

Any person who solicits in any of the following places, or any
person who solicits when the person solicited is in any of the follow-
ing places, is guilty of an infraction:

At any bus stop;

In any public transportation vehicle or facility;

In any vehicle on the street;

On private property, unless the solicitor has permission from the

owner or tenant;

Within ten feet of any entrance way into or exit from any build-

ing open to the public other than those referenced in subsection

F of this section; .

F. Within fifty feet of any bank, savings and loan or other financial
institution building, including their outdoor automatic teller
machines; ‘ ,

G. In the parking lot of any bank, savings and loan, or other finan-

~cial institution;

H. Within fifty feet of all cash disbursal machines, outdoor vending
machines, outdoor money changing machines or any other
outdoor machine or device which disburses or accepts coins or
paper currency, except parking meters and newspaper vending
machines;

I. Within six feet of the face of any building not otherwise specifi-
cally referenced in this section or within six feet of any fence

M oInwy
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or other structure separating private property from the public
right-of-way, other than cyclone fences between vacant lots and
the public right-of-way;

J. While seated on or leaning against any public bench, planter,
monument or other public property;

K. While seated on or leaning against privately owned property
without the property owner’s consent.

(Ord. 699 (part), 1994.)

9.54.040 Manner of solicitation.

Any person who solicits in any of the following manners is
guilty of an infraction:
By coming within three feet of the person solicited, until that
person has indicated that he or she wishes to make a donation;
By blocking the path of the person solicited, or other pedestri-
ans, along a sidewalk or street;
By following a person who walks away from the solicitor;
By using profane or abusive language, either during the solicita-
tion or following a refusal;
By soliciting in a group of two or more persons; or
While under the influence of alcohol or any illegal narcotic or
controlled substance.
(Ord. 699 (part), 1994.)

oo w »
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9.54.050  False or misleading solicitation.

Any person who knowingly makes any false or misleading
representation in the course of soliciting a donation 1s guilty of an
infraction. False or misleading representations include, but are not
limited to, the following:

A. Stating that the donation is needed to meet a specific need, when
the solicitor already has sufficient funds to meet that need and

does not disclose that fact;
B. Stating that the donation is needed to meet a need which does

not exist;
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C. Stating that the solicitor is from out of town and stranded, when

that is not true;

Stating that the solicitor is homeless, when he or she is not;

Stating that the solicitor is soliciting on behalf of an organization

which does not exist or which has not authorized the solicitor

to seek donations on its behalf;

F. Stating that the funds are needed for a specific purpose and then
spends the funds received for a different purpose.

(Ord. 699 (part), 1994.)

m o

9.54.060 Violation—Misdemeanor.
Any person who violates one or more of the sections of this
chapter twice within a six-month period is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Ord. 699 (part), 1994.)
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TITLE 9 FOOTNOTES

TITLE 9 FOOTNOTES

.- For statutory provisions regarding public intoxication, see

Penal Code § 647(f).

For further provisions regarding the fire department, see
Chapter 2.20 of this code.

For statutory provisions regarding dangerous weapons, see
Penal Code § 1200 et seq.
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