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LEGEND:

Sonora City Boundary

Historic Downtown Core
Gateway Corridor Enhancement
Public Space Enhancement
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Primary Gateway
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Landmark

“Points of Historic Interest” Signs

Figure 3-2. C ity Design Fr
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Streetscape Improvemenis

The following terms are used throughout this chapter to describe
different types of streetscape improvements.

Streetscape. The streetscape consists of everything in the
public right-of-way for a street, from building face to building
face. This includes sidewalks, landscaping, signs, street trees,
street lights, traffic lights, and street furniture. The definitions
below describe other items that may be found in a streetscape.
Together, these elements play a major role in shaping the image
of the street and the experience for all its users.

Landscaped parkways. A parkway is the landscaped strip
along a street, between the sidewalk and traffic lanes.
Landscaped parkways create a more pleasant environment for
pedestrians while making the street more attractive to drivers,
often causing them to slow down and observe their
surroundings—especially when there are trees in the parkway.

Parklets. Parklets are small areas within the roadway that
create space for pedestrian amenities such as seating, outdoor
dining, trees, and landscaping. They buffer pedestrians from
moving vehicles, calm traffic, and beautify streets. They can be
permanent or temporary installations that occupy one or two on-
street parking spaces.

Mini-parks. Roadside mini-parks are created by expanding the
pedestrian zone into available roadway space and installing
landscaping, seating, and other pedestrian amenities to form a
gathering place. Mini-parks are similar to parklets in concept but
are not confined to the area of a parking space.

Pop-outs. A pop-outisasmall landscaped area constructed to
“pop out” into the roadway from the rest of the street curb, often
in the shape of a semi-circle.

Curb extensions. Where the curb is extended into the roadway
without landscaping but rather as an extension of the sidewalk,
this is simply called a curb extension. These provide better
visibility for pedestrians, shorten the length of roadway that they
need to cross, and slow cars as they turn.

EXHIBIT

Streetscape Furnishings 7

Figure 3-4, Streetscape Furnishings shows a set of streetscape

furnishings with classic styles that are complementary to the
historic character of Sonora. Wherever recommendations in this
plan refer to pedestrian amenities such as benches, street lights,
and waste receptacles, these are envisioned to be similar to the
furnishings shown here.

The furnishings include bollards, short and decorative poles that
are placed as barriers between vehicles and pedestrians which
may have built-in lighting fixtures. Waste receptacles should be
placed to allow for separating trash and recyclables.

Dy Stacked Stone Walls

Throughout this chapter, a number of low dry stacked stone
walls are proposed that mimic Sonora’s historic stone walls.
While the types of rock or stone used in these walls may vary, the
unifying feature is that they all appear to be without grout, and
the rocks are simply stacked on top of each other. This gives
them a more informal, rough look consistent with Sonora’s semi-
rural character. The use of local rocks is recommended. Figure
3-5 shows examples of rock walls with varying amounts of
visible grout.

Figure 3-5. Dry Stacked Stone Walls

SNBPR i = | e
Waste or Recycling Receptacle Decorative Bollard Bollard/Bollard Light Pedestrian Light
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Parklets: Important Factors for Success
Adapted from Reclaimingthe Right'of Way: A Toolkit to Creating and/Implementing Parklets, UCLA Luskin'School ofPubllc Affairs,

Parklets are small areas withinthe roadway that create space for pedestnlan’amenltles
trees, and landscaping: They buffer pedestriansifrom: monng vel
permanentor temporary installations that eachioccupy one or two y \areitypically
created by'building a platform on the pavement:of a roadwaytoextendtheisidewal pace, and:retroﬂttmg itwithibenches,
planters, tablesiand chairs, umbrellas, and'bike racks. Physical barriers suchias; sturdy railings, wheel stops, and|bollards help
provide safety for users.

/suchias seating; outdoor dining,
veautify streets. They can be

Community Partner Roles

Typically, community,partners such as:adjacent businesses areithe ones whoiapply for the necessary permits; pay/for
construction,.and'maintain parklets. Parklets/produce a‘return oninyestment:fo sebusinesses by attracting, moreattention
from customers: Groups of businesses/or.community/groupsican adopt parklei {thegroup'members should be in the
immediate area of the parllet to/keepiaclose eye oniit. Parklet applicants shouldhave!thelability;to take on$1 million of
insurance; most already hold this:amount of business insurance:

APublic Pracess :

Because the parkletsiareiin the public right-of-way, theinconstructionwill} Irequirejaitemporary/occupancy:permit from the City
of Sonoraandiwill be/subjectito approval from Caltrans: Following the/lead of oth Sonoracouldicreate;a permitting
process for parklets thatincludes speclﬁcatlons for'design:and! opevatlon, and that mustibe) renewed annually;

A;’l’est Run 5
The annual September event Park(ing) Day/(launched in{San Francisco;

Seasonal Parklets !

When snowis aiconsideration; parklets/canibe; desxgned to/beitakendown inithe
Philadelphialaddressed thisjissue by developing:a modular/ system| that takesles than
locations. The systemiincludesa steelirailing, al wooden deck;and| plantewboxes Seating;
placed inithe parklet.

For case studies and more information,, please refen to/the UCLA toolkit referenced: taboye;jwhichis avallable as/a/free.download
from www.its.ucla edu/research/parkIettooIklt pdf;

Typical Design Guidelines for Parklets

“Farkiet Stz and || oy o |
ariet Size an | g width, flush with curb ‘[
Curb | (1/2" gap max.)
Must support 100 to 759
Load Ibs./ square foot
| Curbside drainage must ‘
Drainage | notbeimpeded and must |

| allow, for easy access to the |
| space underneath |
Visually permeable outside |
Wind/ Visibility edge; railing may be
required

4"from parklet to wheel

’ stop (behind) ‘

Barriers 3 wheel stop installed ' |

from curb (ahead) |

Licensed ) ‘

Engineer Stamp | Yes, in some jurisdictions |
Required?

“I'really think the parklet idea
is great. Beinga 15 yearold, I
can’tdrive yet, so I need to walk
everywhere. It would be nice to
have a little sitting area once in
awhile to rest.on the way/to
walking somewhere.”

parary Parklets Community Open House Comment
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